
 

 

 

 
 

May 16, 2017 

Welcome to Washington Eagle Forum’s new e-blast Noteworthy – articles of note, significance 
and importance. We hope you will read it, print it, and pass it on to your family and friends! 
 
1 – Another Taxing Dilemma: by the gallon...or by the mile? 

 

 
 
Washington State is facing another “taxing” dilema. The current 49-cent state tax added to every gallon of gas you 
purchases at the pump (second highest in the nation) in not bringing in enough revenue. Fuel efficient vehicles are 
causing fuel tax revenue to plummet, so before the situation gets desperate the state is looking for new ways to 
secure transportation funds from you.  
 
In 2018 the state will pilot a Road User Charge, or RUC, as an alterantive way to tax you. The pilot program will be 
voluntary and is currently recruiting 2000 volunteers 
 
Listening to RUC explained this week at WPC’s Solutions Summit raised multiple concerns including: 

 How road usage will be tracked  

 How road usage tax will be collected 

 Significant privacy concerns of tracking devises 

 Posibility of double taxing gas – RUC simply added to a gas tax 
 
It’s important to remember while your personal milage may make an RUC appear attractive, the reality is literally 
everything is affected by transportation and fuel – all food, goods and services, our schools etc. The cost of 
everything will be affected, and the increase passed directly on to consumers. 
 
http://thelens.news/2017/05/16/charging-by-gallon-or-mile-debating-the-road-user-charge/ 

http://thelens.news/2017/05/16/charging-by-gallon-or-mile-debating-the-road-user-charge/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwxNiSj4rTAhWCw1QKHdoqARoQjRwIBw&url=http://thenoteworthymag.com/&bvm=bv.151426398,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNEUK94PeQB8rEMbze7wLI4YYweVLQ&ust=1491371378451891
http://thelens.news/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Alaskan_Way_Viaduct_Traffic_17903326752.jpg


2 – Debunking Myths of Minimum Wage 
 

 
 

Right in line with all the May Day marches and mayhem our own Senator Patty Murray joined with self-described 
democrat socialist Senator Bernie Sanders in announcing their plan to introduce legislation increasing the federal 
minimum wage by 107% - to a catastrophic $15. 
 
Erin Shannon, Director of WPC’s Center for Small Business and Labor Reform, has written an excellent series of 
articles debunking the myths of minimum wage. We encourage you to become informed and engaged on this issue. 
 
Myth 1 http://www.washingtonpolicy.org/publications/detail/debunking-minimum-wage-myths-myth-1minimum-wage-
workers-are-worse-off-today 
Myth 2 http://www.washingtonpolicy.org/publications/detail/debunking-minimum-wage-myths-myth-2increasing-the-
minimum-wage-will-lift-workers-out-of-poverty 
Myth 3 http://www.washingtonpolicy.org/publications/detail/debunking-minimum-wage-myths-myth-3the-average-
minimum-wage-earner-is-35-years-old 
Myth 4 http://www.washingtonpolicy.org/publications/detail/debunking-minimum-wage-myths-myth-4minimum-wage-
workers-are-supporting-a-family 
Myth 5 http://www.washingtonpolicy.org/publications/detail/debunking-claims-to-support-15-federal-minimum-wage-
myth-5the-minimum-wage-has-not-kept-up-with-productivity 
 

 
3 – World Summit in Defense of Persecuted Christians Recap 

 

 

Hundreds of church leaders from around the world gathered in solidarity at an inaugural summit in Washington, D.C., 
to speak up in defense of persecuted Christians. Persecution – including imprisonment, rape, torture and execution – 
of Christians and other religious adherents continues to mount globally, according to research by various 
organizations.  
 
The repression and punishment of followers of Christ specifically brought together about 600 Protestant, Catholic and 
Orthodox leaders and persecution victims from more than 130 countries for the first World Summit in Defense of 
Persecuted Christians.  
 
The summit included an address from Vice President Mike Pence. A transcript of his remarks can be read here: 
http://www.waeagles.com/article/remarks-pence-persecuted-christian-summit 
Recaps of the summit can be read here:  
https://billygraham.org/press-release/final-declaration-presented-world-summit-defense-persecuted-christians/  
https://brnow.org/News/May-2017/Christian-persecution-focus-of-global-summit 
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4 – From Sheriff…to House Member…to FBI Director?   By Melissa Santos 

 

It’s a long, speculative list — and U.S. Rep. Dave Reichert’s name might be on it. 

Politico has listed the WA Republican from Auburn as one of the many potential replacements for former FBI Director 
James Comey, who President Donald Trump fired. The D.C.-based website reported that Reichert, a former King 
County sheriff, was “another name bouncing around for FBI director.” 

A spokeswoman for Reichert said he hadn’t been contacted about the role, “but the congressman has always 
considered every opportunity to serve our country.” 
 
http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/politics-government/article149983107.html 
 

Time to ACT – Run for Office 
 
This is filing week in Washington for citizens to file for any of the 2,865 elected offices open this election cycle. Do 
you know what positions are open in your community? Have you considered where you might serve?  

Your values will either be enhanced or eroded by those elected to these local offices. The left is very intentionally 
seeking to fill every position they can. 

What about those of us who value freedom, integrity and limited government? Who do you want to serve you now, 
and in the future as state and federal lawmakers? 

A List of open positions in your community can be found here, and here for those in King County.  

 

Please consider how you might serve or encourage another principled conservative to run. The deadline is Friday! 

Washington Eagle Forum  |  P.O. Box 205 Lynden, WA 98264  | waeagles@waeagles.com 
 

Visit our Website: www.waeagles.com 
 

Donations to Washington Eagle Forum can be securely made here: 
http://www.waeagles.com/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=1 
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